
.ŜǘƘ hΩ/ƻƴƴƻǊΣ aΦ 9ŘΦ

Virginia Rural Health Association



}2008 National Rural Health Association Policy Institute

January 28-30

}6 delegates from Virginia met with Congressional 
members and their aides (400 delegates nationally)

}aŀŘŜ о ǊŜǉǳŜǎǘǎ ƻŦ /ƻƴƎǊŜǎǎΧ



}Extend key rural Medicare provisions 
(expire July 1)

}Proportional representation on MedPAC

}Protect the physician fee schedule 
(subject to 10% cuts)

}No increase in costs or reduction in benefits for rural 
families



Key Virginia programs:
}Rural Hospital Flexibility Grant 

(7 Critical Access Hospitals) 

}Small Hospital Improvement Program 
(24 hospitals) 

}Rural Health Outreach & Network Grants 
(5 grants) 

}Area Health Education Centers 
(training clinicians for rural areas) 



Funding for:

}National Health Services Corp

}Rural Health Outreach and Network Grants  

}Title VII Health Professions Education Programs

}Title VIII Nursing Education Programs



}tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΩǎ tǊƻǇƻǎŜŘ .ǳŘƎŜǘ ŜƭƛƳƛƴŀǘŜŘ ŦǳƴŘƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ 
most safety net programs

}House Rural Health Care Coalition and Senate Rural 
Health Caucus asking for full funding

}Congress is unlikely to approve proposed budget


